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For as far back as we can remember humanity has feared one
thing above all other: Death.
It’s a deeply psychological set fear, and respectively the main
factor of our society, our motivation to live, the focus of pop
culture and the source of our worst nightmares all at once.
But in retrospect we only view death as a concept; we often
know not the facts about it or reasons behind it, only the keen
awareness that it’s the end of everything we know.
And although death is a strange and powerful thing of subplot
and mystery – there is still science behind it, science we can
explore, and even use to prevent it.
We can save lives with our exploration into death and the
science behind how it most commonly occurs.
The causes of death and the reasons behind it have changed
vastly over history alternating as humanity progresses and
evolves, shifting through different stages of medical
advancement. The last 60 years have been particularly
influential in this change due to an onslaught of ever-changing
development in restless modern times. Due to global growth,
we are learning more about the reasons behind death than ever
before.
This is something we should learn about, in order to fully be
able to move into this science, and further our understanding. 
So, without further ado:



An Overview:
60 years of themost common
causes of death

• How they have changed

• Why they have changed



Vehicular Deaths Over 60 Years
Year Deaths per 100,000

1952 22.91

1962 20.90

1972 26.01

1982 18.97

1992 15.39

2002 14.93

2012 10.75

Fast Facts
• The first Zebra crossing was created in Slough, England in 1951 

to enhance pedestrian safety.
• Every day, on average, five people are killed and 64 seriously 

injured on UK roads.
• More than half of all road traffic deaths are among vulnerable 

road users: pedestrians, cyclists, and motorcyclists.
• Vehicles sold in 80% of all countries worldwide fail to meet 

basic safety standards.
• Road accidents are the leading cause of death around the 

world for people aged 15-29.



In the past, infectious diseases were the leading 
causes of death.

With the introduction of better sanitation, safer water, 
improved housing and more,

life expectancy accelerated

and new patterns of disease and death emerged.



Unlike in the past, deaths have become               
in the older ages rather than 

in the younger. Dementia and Alzheimer 
is an example to these non-communicable 
diseases.

concentrated



60 years ago, stroke was along the 
leading cause of death.

Since 2001, death rates from stroke    
. In the last 15 years, there has 

been a steady decline in the death rate 
from stroke

HALVED



Over the same time period, deaths 
from dementia and Alzheimer’s have 

increased by 60% in males and 

have DOUBLED in females. This is 
partly because the population is 
ageing and that two-thirds of deaths 
now occur among those who are aged 
75 and over.



In 2015 the second leading 
cause of death was dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease.
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60 years ago (1962) Today (2022)

Heart Disease

• There was no specific treatment for heart disease in the 
early 1960s.

• Treatment for heart disease today includes 
coronary care units in hospital, having stents 
fitted or pacemakers, angioplasty (to open 
blocked arteries), or take medicinal drugs to 
correct heart arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat) or 
high blood pressure.

• People were not aware of the risk factors that can 
contribute to heart disease, such as blood clots that  
could cause a heart attack and an unhealthy diet or 
lack of exercise.

• In 1961, more than half of all deaths in 
the UK were attributed to heart and 
circulatory diseases (320,000 deaths).

• In 2020 there were 300 deaths per 
100,000. Since 1961 the death rate 
from heart disease has decreased by 
three quarters, which is great news as it 
shows that vital research into this 
disease has helped enormously.  

• In the 1960s there was no specific treatment for 
heart disease. It was considered normal to die in 
your 50s or 60s if you didn’t recover from heart 
disease.  

• At the moment, charities such as the British Heart 
Foundation are still working to reduce the number 
of people developing and dying from heart disease. 

• They are raising money to fund life-saving research 
on heart disease, as well as the risk factors and how 
to prevent them. 

• Smoking was a common cause of heart 
disease, as records show that 4x the amount 
of tobacco was smoked in the 1960s 
compared to today.



zSmoking

In the 1960s, smoking was very common in the UK 
because there were no laws discouraging it and people 
weren’t very aware of the health risks.

Cancer Heart Disease

Stroke
Lung Diseases

Diabetes

COPD
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Non Smokers
55%

Smokers
45%

Proportion of smokers in 1970

In 1970, 35% of men died because of smoking and in 
a national survey in 1974, it found that 45% of people 
in the UK smoked. 
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! Today, the number of people smoking in the UK has 
decreased          with 14% of people smoking in 2019. This 
is because since the 1960s many more people are aware 
of the risks of smoking, as well as the higher taxes on 
cigarettes discouraging people from buying them.

! However, smoking is still one of the biggest causes of 
death in the UK today with 74,600 people dying from 
smoking in 2020.
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Concluding 
Statement:
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Although this may seem macabre and tragic at best, as you see this today scientists and doctors and 
researchers all over the globe are finding ways to target and prevent these common causes of death.

It is ultimately important therefore to follow trusted medical guidelines and continue to support charities 
in order to ensure they are able to save as many people as possible.

Because we have shown that we can make differences and we can improve, and we can save the 
people of this planet.

All of these statistics aren’t just numbers - they’re real peoples’ lives

The overall correlation in these results goes to show for how important research is.



In conclusion
• As our  sc ient i f i c  knowledge,  as seen in  th is  c l ip,  increases ,  we have erad icate cer ta in  causes of  death or  reduce 

s ign i f i cant l y,  seen in  the past  60 years.

• Al though we do have a lo t  to go to avo id death complete l y,  we can at  least  reduce i t  for  the fu ture .

• Al though death can be a mix o f  many reason,  sc ience is  prov ing to cut  down on deaths.

• This  i s  seen in  the last  60 years w i th bet ter san i ta t ion to reduce pathogens that  cou ld k i l l  you or  wou ld i t  be 

wi th bet ter t reatment  for  hear t  d isease

• But ,  somet imes lac k sc ient i f i c  knowledge is  not  the on l y  cause of  death and seen wi th people s t i l l  smok ing and 

st i l l  be ing one of  the b iggest  k i l l e r  in  the UK even wi th the knowledge we have ga ined.

• But  as some death are reduce,  w i th our  new tec hnology,  some increase seen wi th Veh ic le sa fety

• Death wi l l  be someth ing that  humans wi l l  have to keep f ight ing for  a long t ime,  but i f  eventua l l y  sc ience and 

soc iety  br ings us to be immor ta l ,  shou ld we?
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We hope 
you’ve 

enjoyed and 
found this 

presentation 
informative.

The Ashcroft STEAM 
presentation group

---Thank you 
for listening

---Any 
Questions?


