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After the conference, there’s still more!
Why not take a look at the Conference website…

Ask the Scientist
Is there still something you’d like to know? For one month, you can 
ask our panel of experts anything relating to today’s event.

Student Reporter Competition
Would you like an iPod Shuffl e? You have until 3rd April to write up 
your experience of today’s Conference in not more than 500 words 
to be in with a chance of winning one of fi ve iPod shuffl es. 

Faces of Science Quiz
How well did you do in the Faces of Science Quiz? Take the quiz 
again online to see the answers and your score. How much do you 
know about the famous scientists and their discoveries?

Conference Quiz
See how much you learned today by trying the 2009 Conference Quiz.

Log on to www.science4u.info

Organising Group 2009

Don Henderson (Conference Chairman)
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust

Sue Alexander
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

Manfred Almeida
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust

www.science4u.info
A free event for staff from schools, colleges or Connexions 
with an advice or guidance role. 

8th June 2009 The Wellcome Collection Conference Centre, Euston, London

Meet employers, admissions tutors and representatives from all the sciences, 
take home high quality careers resources and find out how to access up to date 
labour market information.  

Register now to reserve your place at this event: 
www.cfof.org/careersadvisers 
 

Science: Opportunities in HE and beyond

A new way of learning

Bringing learning to life

Find out more about this brand new qualification online at

www.skillsforhealth.org.uk/diploma

The Diploma in Society, Health and Development 
(SHD) is a new qualification, which involves exciting 
ways of learning for young people of all abilities. 

Delivery of the Diploma in SHD commenced in September 2008. Delivery will be 
phased in until it is available everywhere in England by 2013, when all students will  
be able to choose to study for the Diploma in SHD.

The Diploma in SHD has been designed by employers and Higher Education Providers. 
It will enable young people to develop an excellent grasp of English, Maths and ICT 
skills, while learning through real work and applied learning contexts blended with 
generic studies allowing young people to develop personal, learning and thinking skills.

Young people can easily combine science or other options with the Diploma in SHD. 
The Diploma in SHD is designed for students considering future careers across 
four main occupational sectors – the children and young people’s workforce, health, 
community justice and adult social care.

Contact us on diploma@skillsforhealth.org.uk

SRG PROJECT MANAGEMENT
corporate event & office services

Thanks to the following organisations and their staff for this year’s event

Mike Carter
The Health Protection Agency

Danya Cohen
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust

Georgina Lavender
georgina’s science

Sharon Gage (Event Organiser)
SRG Project Management

The Association for Clinical Biochemistry
Barts and The London NHS Trust
Bucks New University
The Facial Surgery Research Foundation - Saving Faces
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust
Health Protection Agency
Imperial College
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Institute of Biomedical Science
King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
King’s College London Dental Institute
London Ambulance Service NHS Trust
NHS Careers
NHS Central West London Community Services
NHS Hammersmith and Fulham
NHS Westminster

Queen Mary, University of London
Royal Brompton & Harefi eld NHS Trust
The Royal College of Pathologists
The Royal College of Surgeons of England
Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust
Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Royal Society of Chemistry
Skills for Health
St George’s, University of London
STEMNET
Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust 
Thames Valley University
University College London
UCL Institute of Child Health
UCL Institute of Ophthalmology
West London Mental Health NHS Trust

Useful website links
NHS Careers
www.nhscareers.nhs.uk

Step into the NHS, for 14 to 19-year-olds
www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk

The Diploma in Society Health & Development 
shd.skillsforhealth.org.uk

Café Scientifique Presented by ACB, IBMS and RCP 
To Screen or not to Screen? That is the question
If your badge is marked 
‘Café Scientifi que’ you will 
be expected to attend this 
workshop when in the lower 
foyer.

Led by scientists involved in 
screening programmes, this 
workshop will discuss the 
controversial issues involved 
with these screening initiatives including... 

What makes a good screening test? • 
How do you decide whether a • 
disease should be screened for? 
What is the impact on the patient if • 
you get the right or wrong result? 
How does screening impact on the NHS?• 

The Royal College of Pathologists
Pathology: the science behind the cure

Schools Science Conference 2009

Facing Science in Health and Life
Scientists and Healthcare Professionals

Chairman's Report  
& Evaluation 2009A new way of learning

The Society Health and Development (SHD) Diploma is a new way of  

learning with 3 levels, aimed at all young people between the age of 14-19 years.

The SHD Diploma will be taught in schools and colleges in partnership with local  

employers from September 2008. By 2013 all students will be entitled to study for  

the SHD Diploma.

The SHD Diploma is designed by employers. It will ensure young people have an  

excellent grasp of English, Maths and ICT skills, while learning through real work scenarios 

where possible, allowing young people to develop personal, learning and thinking skills. 

Young people can easily combine science options with the SHD Diploma. 

The SHD Diploma is designed for students considering future  

careers across four main job sectors – children’s services, health  

services, community justice and the adult social care sectors.

Find out more about this brand new qualification online at

www.skillsforhealth.org.uk/diploma  

or contact us on diploma@skillsforhealth.org.uk

DIPLOMA
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After the event...

Ask the Scientist
Is there still something you’d like to know? 
For one month, you have the opportunity to ask our panel 
of experts anything relating to today’s event; simply register 
your question online!

Student Reporter Competition
Write up your report on today’s event and submit it online to 
be in with a chance of winning a digital camera!

Student Workbook
For one month after the event, you can test yourself to see 
how much you have learnt at the conference by completing 
the online student workbook. Upon completion, we will give 
you the answers and you can download a certificate!

Log on to:
www.science4u.info

Thanks to the following organisations 
and their staff for this year’s event:
Abbott Diagnostics
Barts and The London NHS Trust
Brighton and Sussex Medical School
British and Irish Orthoptic Society
Buckinghamshire New University
Cancer Research UK
Central and North West London NHS Foundation Trust
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Facial Surgery Research Foundation - Saving Faces
GlaxoSmithKline
Great Ormond Street Hospital For Children NHS Trust
Hammersmith and Fulham Learning Disability Services
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Imperial College London
King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
London Ambulance Service NHS Trust
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
NHS Careers
North West London Hospitals NHS Trust
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust
Royal College of Surgeons of England
Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust
Royal Society of Chemistry
Skills for Health
STEMNET
Thames Valley University
The Association for Clinical Biochemistry
The Institute of Biomedical Science
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
West London Mental Health NHS Trust
Westminster PCT

Useful website links:
NHS Careers
www.nhscareers.nhs.uk
Step into the NHS for 14 to 19-year-olds
www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk
Society Health & Diploma Ambassador Scheme 
diploma.skillsforhealth.org.uk

Organising Group 2008:
Don Henderson (Conference Chairman)
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Sue Alexander
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Manfred Almeida
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Mike Carter
The Health Protection Agency
Danya Cohen
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
Sharon Gage
Event Organiser, SRG Project Management
Jon Parry
Royal Veterinary College, The Advice Clinic
Louisa Mullan
Science Press Manager, Cancer Research UK

Virtual Laboratory Tour
This website allows you to navigate through a virtual 

laboratory and find out what happens in each area!  
Check it out at www.science4u.info/virtuallab

T
O
P
 
F
L
O
O
R

B
A
S
E
M
E
N
T

D
R

IN
K

S
FO

O
D

FO
Y

E
R

C
LO

A
K

R
O

O
M

FO
Y

E
R

D
R

IN
K

S

LO
B

B
Y

G
R

EA
T 

H
A

LL

Sc
ie

nc
e 

in
 H

ea
lth

 &
 L

ife
 

In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

St
an

ds

SM
A

LL
 H

A
LL

R
ou

nd
 T

ab
le

  
D

is
cu

ss
io

ns

D
R

IN
K

S

2
1

In
te

ra
ct

iv
e

St
an

ds

W
or

ks
ho

ps

www.science4u.info

Welcome!
Welcome to our 5th Schools Science Conference.

This year’s theme is Science in Health and 
Life. In addition to Healthcare Scientists 
and Professionals, Scientists from all fields 
have come along to show and to tell what is 
exciting and fun about working in science. 
Hopefully, this will help you to understand the 
importance of science in our everyday lives, 
and maybe some of you will become the 
scientists of the future!

Make sure you ask our presenters what they 
enjoy about science and, while you’re at it, why 
not find out ‘what makes them tick’ at work 
and at play. 
 
Amazing science gives cool and exciting jobs!

The organising group would like to express its gratitude to the following 
organisations, without whom this year’s event could not take place:

Chairman's Report  
& Evaluation 2008

After the event...

• Ask the Expert
Is there still something you’d like to know? 
For 2 weeks you have the opportunity to ask our panel of 
experts anything relating to today’s event; simply register 
your question online

• Student Reporter Competition
Write up your report on today’s event and submit it online to 
be in with a chance of winning a digital camera for your school

• 10 Tips for Healthy Living
Find links to other resources for more information about 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle

www.srgprojectmanagement.co.uk/ssc2007/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information on careers 
within the NHS can be found at

www.nhscareers.nhs.uk/

Thanks to the following organisations 
for the content of this year’s event
Abbott Nutritionals and Pharmaceuticals
Barts and The London NHS Trust
Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College
Central and North West London Mental Health NHS Trust
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
The Chiropractor On Sheen Road
Clinical Sciences Centre
Cosmos Biomedical Ltd
Education Business Partnerships Hammersmith and Fulham
Education Business Partnerships Hounslow
Education Business Partnerships Kensington and Chelsea
The Electrophysiological Technologist’s Association 
Federation for Healthcare Science
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust
Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust
Hammersmith and Fulham Primary Care Trust
Hammersmith Hospitals NHS Trust
Health Protection Agency
Hounslow Primary Care Trust
Imperial College
King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Kings College London
Kingston Hospital NHS Trust
London Ambulance Service NHS Trust
NHS London
The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust
Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust
Royal College of Pathologists
Royal College of Surgeons of England
Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust
Skills for Health
St Mary’s NHS Trust
Thames Valley University
University College London
University Hospital Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust
West London Mental Health NHS Trust
Westminster Primary Care Trust

Schools Science Conference 2007 Organising Group
Don Henderson (Chairman), Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust; Sue Alexander, The Royal Marsden NHS 
Foundation Trust; Manfred Almeida, Hammersmith Hospitals NHS Trust; Mike Carter, The Health Protection Agency; Danya Cohen, 
Hammersmith Hospitals NHS Trust; Chrystalla Ferrier, Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust; Irene Fox, Olympus; Sharon Gage, 
Event Organiser; Georgina Lavender, Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust; Jon Parry, Aim Higher; Moira Wilson, NHS London.

Don’t forget our website...

• Ask the Expert
• Student Reporter Competition
• 10 Tips for Healthy Living

www.srgprojectmanagement.co.uk/ssc2007/

Healthcare Sciences & Allied Health Professions
At the heart of the NHS

10 Tips for Healthy Living

There are 10 tips for healthy living listed 
around the venue; look carefully to find them. 
Make a note of them below and take them 
back to school to discuss with your teacher.
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National Science & Engineering Week
4th Annual Schools Science Conference
Thursday 15th March 2007
Kensington Town Hall, 9.15-3.45PM
 Schools Science Conference 2007

Presented by Healthcare Scientists and Allied Health Professionals from London

Energy, excitement and enthusiasm were tangibly emanating from Kensington Town Hall on March

15th at the 4th Annual Schools Science Conference. Almost 400, year 9-13, students plus their

teachers attended and one teacher remarked “I thought last year was fantastic, but this is even

better!”

When the students arrived they passed through the empty halls into the auditorium where the tenor

of the day was set by Keith Ison (Federation of Healthcare Scientists) with a simple experiment,

performed with the aid of one of the students, demonstrating the perfect engineering of the human

body. Keith described the many aspects of science –

physical, biological and physiological – and their

importance in understanding the functions of the body

and in diagnosis and treatment when things go wrong.

Pippa Hodgson (Skills for Health) told the students about

the new adaptable and flexible approach to learning and

career development within the NHS, explaining how it is

possible to start in one professional area and to go on to

obtain the necessary skills to move into another.

On leaving the auditorium, the students found that the

halls had been filled with interactive, hands-on

demonstrations put on by healthcare professionals from

across London. On the upper floor, there was a series of

presentations about fat and healthy eating – “Meat and

Two Veg – or Proteins Fats and Carbs”. The students

learned about how to image fat in the body and that where this fat is stored is more important than

appearance for health. They heard about the importance of diet for health, when your body knows

you have eaten enough, and how your body image and psyche affect your eating habits.

On the ground and lower floors, students tried to suture wounds, donned lab coats and gloves to

perform diagnostic tests, imaged blood flow in the heart, as well as witnessing a baby moving in the

womb. They looked inside each other's ears and learned about deafness. They discovered the

causes of allergies. They made pharmacological ointments. They examined microbes under

microscopes and growing on agar plates. They purified blood cells. They learned about genetic



manipulations and tissue typing. They imaged the body’s internal organs, fractured bones, etc. and

much, much more. Just about every profession in healthcare was represented – microbiologists,

biochemists, physiotherapists, dieticians, chiropractors, audiologists, perfusionists, opticians,

medical engineers, radiotherapists, andrologists, podiatrists, immunologists, pharmacists,

psychologists, virologists, speech & language therapists, maxio-facial engineers, plastic surgeons,

nuclear physicists etc. There were workshops based on “A day in my life…”, ranging from an Avian

Flu Expert to “Defence against Bioterrorism” from someone resembling the Hogwarts’ Professor of

Defence against the Dark Arts. All the while the students asked

questions to find out more as well as learning about qualifications

and training in the different professions. Two teachers remarked

that had they had something similar they might not have gone into

teaching. Students were able to fill their delegate bags with career

leaflets and prizes for taking part in the various activities.

The closing session was in the auditorium. Two digital cameras,

donated by Olympus, were presented to the students whose

completed questionnaires were drawn out of the pile. Other prizes

were presented to the winners of the various quizzes and

competitions set by the healthcare scientists. Alison Mowbray, Olympic Silver Medalist (Athens)

gave an awe-inspiring talk, demonstrating that it is possible to realise your dream. Alison sent the

students home with her personal mantra – Expect Nothing, Blame No one, Do Something !

Throughout the day, the students learned that scientists are not the portrayed stereotypic anoraks

but real people with exciting jobs and amazing lives. They learned about lots of diseases, and

found out that diagnostic investigations are exciting and that you have to be innovative to fix the

problems. Much more exciting than a computer game!

That was the end of the day for the students but the conference is continuing on the website where

the students can ask more questions of our experts, read the reports from the student reporters,

and find the winner of the third Olympus camera awarded to the report judged best by the

organisers. They can also check to see that they collected all 10 Tips for Healthy Living.

Web address: www.srgprojectmanagement.co.uk/ssc2007/
The Organisers are grateful to all of the Healthcare Scientists and Allied Health Professionals for

taking part and making the conference so successful. This year we had to be self-financing and we

are very grateful to our numerous sponsors, listed on the website and programme. Of course, the

conference would not have been so enjoyable without the enthusiastic participation of the students

and their teachers – so thanks also to them. Now it is on with the planning of our 5th Conference

and securing the funding.

Don  Henderson, Chairman, Organising Group
April 2007

A selection of high-resolution images which may be reproduced with this article are available to
download from www.srgprojectmanagement.co.uk/ssc2007/photographs.htm



National Science & Engineering Week
4th Annual Schools Science Conference
Thursday 15th March 2007
Kensington Town Hall, 9.15-3.45PM

Summary Review of Questionnaire Responses

Teachers
The Teachers’ Evaluation forms showed that this event was useful for
their students and that previous events had encouraged students to enter
a healthcare career pathway, with students opting for the biomedical
sciences, optometry, podiatry, speech and language, physiotherapy and
radiography, in addition to medicine, dentistry and nursing. This and
previous events had a strong positive influence upon students’ career
aspirations, subject choices and motivation to study science.

Students
The Students’ Evaluation Forms clearly show that the students found this
event to be enjoyable and stimulating. They particularly appreciated the
opportunity to meet the healthcare professionals, learn what each was
about and to try their hand at the various demonstrations and exhibits.
This was a friendly, fun and relaxed atmosphere in which to meet the
professionals. The students were awestruck at the sheer number, variety
and complexity of the professions. The presenters’ excitement and
enthusiasm for their work and professions impressed the students.
Although, many had considered careers within the health sector, this
event had broadened their choices with 88% saying that after this event
they would consider joining the NHS. After this event, there were
significant increases in the numbers of students reporting that they would
study science and continue onto higher education and University. More
than 80% of the students rated healthcare professionals as exciting and
97% would recommend this event to their friends.

Teacher & Student Responses
The complete report of the teacher and student evaluations are available
at: www.srgprojectmanagement.co.uk/ssc2007/ A selection of high
resolution images taken at the conference can be viewed on this website.



Considered a healthcare career in the NHS

Before event

67%

10%

9%

14%

Doctor
Nurse
Dentist
Pharmacist

After event
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47%

10% 2%

Definitely
Probably
Probably Not
Definitely Not

Considered going to University or other Higher Education Institute

Before event

79%

21%

0%
0%

Definitely
Probably
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After event

70%

1%
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Less Likely
Unchanged

Considered a career in chemistry or the chemical sciences

Before event
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49%
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After event

35%
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49%
More Likely
Less Likely
Unchanged
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1-4 =  Boring, 4-7 = Interesting, 7-10 = Exciting

On a scale of 1-10 how would you rate healthcare 
scientists?



Sample comment
“Just to let you know how much we enjoyed the Science Conference
yesterday.
 
The speakers and the interactive displays were varied and really
interesting.

The way you organised the groups so that it wasn't too crowded when our
students went to the interactive displays so they could really get involved
was very good. The catering was brilliant.
 
Thank you and well done”.

Don  Henderson, Chairman, Organising Group
April 2007
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