Diseases & Vaccinations

A presentation brought to you by Ariana Farmanfarmaian, David
Farmanfarmaian and Eugénie Faure, from Bolingbroke Academy.



To begin...

Our presentation will focus on three major
diseases from different Plagues in the 14t

century to today’s modern society and the
problem of the spreading Ebola Virus.

The three diseases we will focus on are the
Plague, Small pox and Rabies. But there are
many more!

We will also talk about how humanity came
to terms with these diseases and the cures
they found (or thought were useful).
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The “cures’” and “treatments”’

People at that time didn’t have any scientific knowledge on what was happening. They thought it
was God punishing them for their sins. This is why some cures are purely based on superstition of
the time. There were different types of treatments thought to be useful to treat the Plague at that
time. Some were totally ridiculous as doctors had no way of curing people. Examples included:

< Arsenic People eating a spoon of crushed
emeralds.

< Crushed emeralds

< Sitting in the sewers or sitting in a room between 2 enormous fires

<~ Rubbing yourself with live chickens & many others...

<>

However some doctors figures out that by bursting buboes you could get your patient to be a

little better. But there were many problems with that method seeing the hygiene level of the
time.

Some historians believe that the plague was never eradicated. Proof is it occasionally
recurred during the 19t century. It just started to infect less people as hygiene
improved. Another factor thought to have helped is the quarantine method: they
would lock infected people away to stop them infecting others.



Smallpox is an acute contagious disease caused by the variola virus(a member of the Genus
Orthopoxvirus)

The earliest physical evidence of smallpox is the pustular rash on the mummified body of Pharaoh
Ramesses V of Egypt, who died in 1157 BC. Traders carried the disease from Egypt to India during
the 1st millennium BC. From there it swept into China in the 1st century AD and reached Japan in

the 6th century. Returning crusaders provided a way for smallpox to spread through Europe in the
11th and 12th centuries.

Additionally, the Spanish inadvertently owe much of their success in conquering the Aztecs and
Incas in Mexico in the 16th century to smallpox. Unlike the Spanish, the native Indians had no
immunity to the disease, and so it wiped out huge numbers of them. A century later the North
American Indians suffered a similar devastation. In the 18th century smallpox greatly affected the
aborigines when it reached Australia, the last corner of the world to have escaped its ravages.

Smallpox was gradually eradicated from the world, partly due to a doctor called Edward Jenner.















Diseases through Time

Throughout History, humanity has faced different fatal diseases.

They always have found a way (or rather, one person at first
found a way) to stop them and , in some examples, eradicate
them.

Even today, we face our own problems, the most recent one
being the Ebola virus.

Symptoms include fever, diarrhea, unexplained bleeding or
bruises, and many more. Ebola has already caused over 10 000
deaths in total (based on information reported by the Ministries
of Health)



In conclusion...

Ebola is just another example of this kind
of disease that humanity has to fight
against and scientists are looking to find a
cure for it.

Humans learn from these experiences but
as the world around us carry on evolving,
there will be new challenges along the way.

This is an example of Science for Survival...



